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0202104 English Grammar 

 This course concentrates on grammatical categories, i.e. parts of speech.  

The noun phrase, verb phrase, adjectives & adverbs, and prepositions are 

studied in depth. This course is meant to prepare students to the subsequent 

more advanced course: Eng. 321. 

 

0202105 Reading Skills 

 The primary objective of this course is to further improve student reading 

skills and help them acquire the reading strategies that are appropriate for 

dealing with literary and non-literary texts. Such skills and strategies include 

guessing word meanings, extracting main ideas, understanding text 

organization, predicting, checking comprehension, linking ideas, inferring, 

writing responses, etc. Overall, the course aims at training students to become 

intelligent and critical readers, and to make reading for learning and for pleasure 

a personal habit for each of them. 

 

0202106 Writing I 

 This course aims at teaching students how to write a coherent and unified 

paragraph. The course should provide the students with the necessary 

techniques to write correct and effective sentences. It also aims at teaching 

students how to observe correct punctuation. This course also aims at teaching 

students how to write topic sentences and how to develop such sentences into 

complete paragraphs. In addition, different paragraph patterns, such as 

classifying, contrasting, and analyzing, etc. should be addressed. 

 

0202107  Study Skills  

 The aim of this course is to train students in the academic skills 

necessary for success in a variety of educational settings: dictionary use, note-

taking, library use, examination preparation, etc.  

 

0202109 Listening and Conversation  

 The aim of this course is to help students reinforce and extend their 

listening and conversational skills. This is achieved through providing them with 

systematic and comprehensive training in the perception and production of 

English utterances of various types and lengths. Particular attention is given to 

stress, rhythm, and the more important types of word linking. Formality levels, 

conversational syntax, and turn-taking rules are also emphasized. High-

frequency introductory, transitional, and concluding elements of different 
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communicative events should be discussed and intensively drilled, so that they 

may become part of the student's conversational repertoire. 

 

0202110 Basics of English Writing  

 This course helps students improve their writing skills through lessons 

and samples that explain many grammatical style rules and functions in easy-to-

understand examples. The course will also help students learn to write natural 

and clear simple, compound and complex sentences, as well as paragraphs in 

various modes: personal narrative, expository, analytical, descriptive, and 

argumentative. 

 

0202204 Communication Skills 

 The goal of the course is to introduce students to the fundamentals of 

writing and interaction as well as presentation in academic contexts. This course 

focuses primarily on formal writing and communication tasks that students are 

required to perform to be successful. Students are trained to do tasks like the 

following: identifying core components of effective communication and formal 

writing; writing oral presentation to various audiences; writing technical reports, 

recommendations, and incident reports, and practicing note-taking, among other 

similar things. 

 

0202205 Advanced Reading 

 This course is designed to improve students’ critical reading and thinking 

skills. Through the texts and the exercises, students will be trained how to 

increase analytical, inferential, and evaluative comprehension, expand 

vocabulary skills, and employ effective reading strategies to read texts of 

different genres and disciplines. 

 

0202206 Writing II  

The main objective of this course is to enable students to express 

themselves coherently in writing. It exposes students to, and gives them practice 

in, extended writing beyond the sentence and paragraph levels, i.e. writing an 

essay. The course should also focus on the organization of academic writing 

(e.g. reports, essays, assignments and projects), its structure, and, particularly, 

the ways in which all parts are linked together. The main objectives of the course 

can be achieved through practice inside and outside the classroom. 
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0202211 Introduction to Literature 

 The aim of the course is to introduce students to the concept and 

definition of "literature", and to the three major genres: poetry, fiction, and 

drama. Students will be exposed to elements, distinctive qualities, and salient 

features of each genre. The discussion will be centered on stories, poems, and 

one or two one-act plays. Students are expected to read poetry aloud in the 

classroom, write a one-page short story, and a short dramatic dialogue. 

 

0202212 History of English Literature 

 The aim of the course is to familiarize students with the different eras and 

movements of English literature from Chaucer to the present. The course 

primarily emphasizes historical, political, religious, and social events that have 

helped to shape English literature and thought. Students are expected to 

recognize texts and to discuss their characteristic features insofar as they reflect 

their Age. Slides and films are shown to students to enable them recognize the 

landscape, architecture, and arts of each period. 

 

0202214 Romantic Poetry 

 The aim of the course is to introduce students to Romanticism- the single 

most important literary event in modern history. The emphasis of the course is 

equally divided between English Romantic poetry and the cultural changes 

brought by Romanticism. Students are required to write short reports on the 

various facets of Romanticism and Romantic poetry, and to recognize and 

identify those Romantic characteristics, which are still prevalent in modern 

poetry. 

 

0202221 Introduction to Linguistics 

 The course aims at acquainting students with the nature of language and 

its fundamental aspects, including the basics of phonetics, phonology, 

morphology, syntax, and semantics.Each class member is expected to write a 

term paper on a topic discussed in the course. 

 

0202222 Syntax I 

 This course aims at providing students with a basic introduction to 

generative syntax. Basically, the course covers the fundamentals of generative 

syntax (rules, trees, parts of speech, constituency, structural relations, binding 

theory), the base of generative syntax (X-bar theory), and basic transformations 

(Head-to-Head movement, NP/DP movement, Wh-movement, raising, control, 
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and empty categories). Students are required to apply the basic analytic tools to 

a new set of data and test linguistic hypotheses a particular theory makes.  

 

0202224 Pronunciation and Speech 

 The first half of the course aims at offering a brief introduction to the field 

of phonetics followed by training sessions on the recognition, production, 

description and transcription of the sounds of English. The second half aims at 

training students on how to enunciate English utterances in terms of stress, 

rhythm and intonation. Students are required to listen to selected cassettes, 

either at home or in the language lab. 

 

0202301 Feminist Literature 

 This course introduces students to English-Language feminist fiction from 

the nineteenth and/or twentieth century. Students will know some of the 

developments, themes, and narrative strategies of feminist fiction. The course 

enables the students to analyze texts through the perspective of gender.    

 

0202302 Modern British and American Literature 

 This course offers a study of the phenomenon of "modernism" in, roughly, 

the first half of the twentieth century in Britain and America. There will be 

reading and discussion of such writers as Yeats, Joyce, Lawrence, Woolf, Eliot, 

Hemingway, Pound, and Faulkner. 

 

0202304 Advanced English Grammar 

 This course aims at teaching students English complex structures as a 

continuation of 0202104.  Greater details, especially in the area of complex 

phrases, clauses and sentences are supplied. Students are expected to do a 

number of exercises and home assignments and write a short term paper on one 

of the major topics discussed in class. 

 

0202305 Morphology  

 This course aims at providing students with a basic introduction to the 

principles governing the structures and forms of words. The topics this course 

covers may include the following: identification of the meaningful subparts of 

words, performing morphological analysis on languages, representing morpho-

syntactic structure diagrammatically, and analyzing morphological and 

phonological patterns in particular languages, among others.   
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0202306 Writing a Research Paper 

 The aim of the course is to give students an advanced training in writing. 

It is designed as a guide to write a formal (term) paper on a linguistic or literary 

topic. The outline of the course includes information about the following topics: 

the parts of the paper (introduction, body, conclusion, and references), the use 

of abbreviations and numbers, spelling and punctuation, stylistic matters like 

capitalization, underlining, etc., presentation of quotation, tables illustrations, 

graphs, etc., and footnoting.  Students are also trained on selecting a topic, 

narrowing the scope of the paper, searching for related material and references, 

and in synthesizing collected information about the topic. Students are 

encouraged to write a five-page report and a twelve-page research paper on a 

topic (or topics) which requires them to research for sources in the library. 

0202307 First Language Acquisition 

 This course provides an overview of language acquisition in children from 

birth through the preschool years. Students will be familiarized with the role of 

different factors influencing first language acquisition, like age, the linguistic and 

social environment, motivation, and transfer, among others. In addition, students 

will learn about methodological approaches used to study first language 

acquisition, and the major theoretical approaches that have been proposed to 

account for language acquisition. 

0202308 Novel I 

 This course is an introduction to the novel as a literary genre from its 

beginnings to the present. Students will learn to identify the basic characteristics 

of prose fiction, such as point-of-view, plot, and characterization. Through 

intensive study of selected novels representing a variety of periods and 

subgenres, main trends in fiction, and the contribution of major novelists, the 

students should demonstrate an understanding of the historical, aesthetic, and 

literary aspects of the novel through both oral and written assignments. 

0202310 Poetry I 

 This course introduces students to the major poets and subgenres of 

poetry from various periods, beginning with the Middle Ages and ending with 

postmodernism. Through intensive study of selections of poetry, students show 

understanding of terms such as rhyme, meter, image, symbol, tone, and 

persona. 
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0202316 Short Story 

 The course is intended to introduce students to the short story as a genre 

originated in the 19th century.  Some ten short stories will be selected to 

represent different techniques, themes, and subjects. Students are required to 

select a short story (not discussed in the classroom) and to explore it critically by 

analyzing its point of view, narrative technique, character, or setting. 

 

0202322 English Phonetics 

 The aim of this course is to introduce students to the field of general 

phonetics: the production, transmission, and perception of sounds as physical 

entities. Emphasis throughout the course is on the sounds of English and supra-

segmental features. Students are given ample practice in the language lab. 

 

0202323 A History of the English Language. 

 The aim of this course is to survey the origins and development of the 

English language to the present time: Old English, Middle English, and modern 

English. Students are asked to analyze various scripts written in Old, Middle, 

and Modern English forms. They practice interpreting scripts representing the 

various writing systems. Finally, students are required to write term/research 

papers dealing with the similarities and differences among the various forms of 

English, and present them in class. They are also required to trace the 

development of selected linguistic elements. 

 

0202324  The English Verb 

This course aims at studying the English verb system thoroughly: tense, 

aspect, phase, concatenation, phrasal and prepositional verbs, verb 

complementation, and modal auxiliaries. Students are required to write a paper 

on a topic that is relevant to the study of the English Verb. 

 

0202326 Drama I 

 This course introduces students to dramatic literature through the study of 

plays which represent various genres (e.g. tragedies, comedies, etc.) and a 

variety of periods (e.g. Greek, modern, etc.). Students will develop critical 

judgement and learn to analyze the structure and the content of the plays they 

read. 
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 0202332   Translation l 

 The aim of this course is to introduce students to the basic principles and 

techniques of translation with simultaneous training on translation from Arabic 

into English and vice versa. Texts to be translated are to reflect various types of 

registers and styles. Students are expected to translate particular texts in class 

and out of class at home. 

 

0202408 Novel II 

 This advanced course offers intensive study of topics varying from 

semester to semester, such as particular types of novel (e.g. historical, romantic, 

psychological, etc), historic periods or movements (e.g. Victorian period, 

modernism, postmodernism, etc), or comparative studies of two or three 

novelists. 

 

0202412 Literary Criticism 

 This is an advanced course intended primarily to introduce students to 

some literary theories, principles, and interests of criticism. The course also 

includes a brief introduction to the history of literary theory and its major 

concerns. Students are required to select a text and to analyze and interpret that 

text according to one of the approaches discussed in the classroom. 

 

0202413 Shakespeare 

 This is a general course on Shakespeare. It is intended primarily to 

introduce students to Shakespeare's life, age, and contribution to English 

literature. Five plays representing Shakespeare's literary merits and 

development are selected for study and analysis. These, respectively, represent 

the histories, Roman plays, tragedies, romances, and comedies. Students are 

required to write a relatively long paper on one of the plays and to discuss its 

language, imagery, or characters. Students are shown video versions of the 

plays for the sake of comparison and analysis. 

 

0202416 World Literature 

 The aim of the course is to introduce students to some of the 

masterpieces of world literature selected for their literary merits as embodiments 

of major trends of Western thought. Students will be introduced to major literary 

types (the tragedy, the epic, etc.). Students are required to write a comparatively 

long paper on one of the authors or works studied in the course. Film versions of 

the plays are shown whenever possible. 
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0202417 Comparative Literature 

 The aim of the course is to introduce students to basic concepts of 

comparative literature. The course specifically embarks on a study of literary 

influences, theory and practice of translation, mimesis and catharsis, and some 

other literary elements. Examples of influence relate to the Arabian Nights, Al-

Ma'rrai's Al-Mirage and to suggestive models from European literature. Students 

are required to study and conduct a comparative analysis of a text in Arabic with 

its counterpart in English. 

 

0202419 Cultural Studies 

 This diverse, interdisciplinary course introduces students to cultural 

studies philosophies, theories, and/or approaches to the study of cultural 

artifacts and practices that may include, but not limited to the following: 

postmodernism, deconstruction, feminism, and post-colonialism, among others.    

 

0202422 Syntax II 

 The aim of this course is to study English complex sentences thoroughly. 

The clausal system of English and the processes of subordination,  

co-ordination, sentence connection and ellipsis are emphasized. Students are 

required to solve a number of syntactic problems. 

 

0202426 Drama II 

 This advanced course offers intensive study of topics varying from 

semester to semester, like particular forms of drama (e.g. comedy, tragedy, etc), 

historic periods or movements (e.g. Renaissance Drama), or comparative 

studies of two or three dramatists. 

0202427 English Phonology 

 This course aims at studying the phonological system of English. It 

focuses on the phonological processes that alter, delete, insert, or metathesize 

sounds within and across words. It will also cover the rules that govern the 

supra-segments of English, including intonation, stress, rhythm, etc. Students 

listen to, and practice, certain aspects of English phonology. 

They are expected to write a short term paper. 
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0202432 Translation II  

 This course is a continuation of Eng. 322  (Translation I), but of more 

advanced nature.  In this course students are exposed to different registers and 

styles: scientific, military, literary etc...  Class exercises and home assignments 

include translation of a number of passages of various length and critiques of 

translations. 

 

0202435 Sociolinguistics 

 This course aims at studying language in its social and cultural contexts.  

It also aims at providing students with a general introduction to this branch of 

linguistics, the different varieties of language and their social-cultural values, the 

interrelationships among language, culture, thought, etc. Students are required 

to write a paper on a relevant topic in sociolinguistics.  They are also asked to 

summarize a well-known paper written on a certain topic in this respect. 

 

0202436 Psycholinguistics 

 The aim of this course is to tackle the relationship between language and 

the brain. The course introduces students to the theories of the production and 

acquisition of language by children and adults as related to the human brain 

mechanisms, as well as to the research on these issues. 

 The practical part of this course may include the following: 

a- showing documentary films illustrating research done on the subject such as:  

films on laboratory experiments on brain lateralization, aphasic people, etc. 

b- asking students to conduct a mini field research on related topics such as the 

relationship between left-or-right-handedness and ear preference, acquisition of 

certain aspects of English Language, etc. 

 

0202437 Second Language Acquisition 

 The aim of this course is to survey some background information related 

to current issues dominating the research in second language acquisition (SLA).  

The topics in this course may include: theories of SLA, the Contrastive Analysis 

Hypothesis, Error Analysis, factors affecting SLA (e.g., age, critical period, 

motivation, personality, first language, neurological aspects, etc.,), strategies of 

language learning, and the contribution of SLA research to language teaching. 

Students are required to hand in a term paper on a relevant topic. 


